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Abstract

The 2024 US Presidential Election witnessed unprecedented
levels of information manipulation across alternative social
media platforms. While research on mainstream platforms is
extensive, coordinated inauthentic behavior (CIB) on alterna-
tive networks remains understudied despite its growing im-
pact on public discourse. This study investigates coordinated
inauthentic behavior (CIB) across five platforms: Telegram,
Gab, VK, Minds, and Fediverse. It primarily aims to iden-
tify to identify platform-specific coordination strategies, an-
alyze cross-platform information flows, and develop robust
detection methodologies. Using the Open Measures API, the
overall exploration leverages a dual methodology comprising
URL Similarity Networks (USN) and Text Similarity Net-
works (TSN) to identify coordinated actors.
The analysis revealed distinct CIB strategies: Pro-democratic
messaging on Fediverse (47 users); Echo chambers on Gab
(35 users); Conspiracy amplification on Minds (5 users); Rus-
sian propaganda on VK (22 users); Hierarchical distribu-
tion on Telegram (13 channels). Cross-platform analysis re-
vealed 159 coordinated actors operating across multiple net-
works. These findings highlight the role of alternative plat-
forms in influence operations, each exhibiting unique coordi-
nation patterns influenced by their technical features and user
behaviors. This research enhances methodologies for detect-
ing CIB and informs governance strategies aimed at protect-
ing electoral integrity.

1 Introduction
The digital information ecosystem has evolved into an in-
creasingly complex landscape where the rapid dissemination
of misleading or false content not only distorts public opin-
ion but also erodes trust in democratic institutions (Bennett
and Livingston 2018).
This phenomenon, often labeled as ”information disorder”
(Wardle and Derakhshan 2017), presents significant chal-
lenges for electoral integrity and national security. Among
the most concerning forms of information manipulation is
coordinated inauthentic behavior (CIB), in which multiple
social media accounts are deliberately orchestrated to am-
plify specific narratives and manufacture artificial engage-
ment. These operations can range from relatively simple
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amplification networks to sophisticated cross-platform in-
fluence campaigns that operate across national boundaries
(Starbird, Arif, and Wilson 2019).
This manipulation landscape has grown more complex as
users migrate from mainstream platforms to alternative so-
cial networks. These alternative platforms have emerged
as responses to perceived censorship, privacy concerns, or
ideological differences with established platforms (Rogers
2020). However, they often operate with different mod-
eration policies, technical architectures, and user behavior
norms, creating new vulnerabilities for coordinated manipu-
lation (Freelon and Wells 2020). While substantial research
has examined coordination on mainstream platforms like
Twitter and Facebook (Ferrara 2020; Giglietto et al. 2020;
Keller et al. 2020), the alternative platform ecosystem re-
mains understudied despite its growing influence on public
discourse.
The 2024 U.S. Presidential Election provides a critical case
study for examining these dynamics. Early warning signs of
coordinated campaigns emerged across numerous platforms,
with indications of both domestic and foreign influence op-
erations. The cybersecurity implications of these activities
extend beyond election integrity to broader questions of na-
tional security and democratic resilience (Office of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence 2024).
This study investigates CIB in the context of the 2024 U.S.
elections by analyzing data collected across multiple alter-
native social networks. To uncover coordinated activities,
similarity networks were constructed based on shared URLs
and textual content, enabling the identification of clusters of
accounts engaged in synchronized dissemination.

This paper is structured as follows. Section 2 analyzes ex-
isting literature; Section 3 describes the selection of alter-
native social platforms and data collection activities, detail-
ing the criteria used to select Telegram, Gab, VK, Minds,
and Fediverse as case studies. Section 4 presents the pro-
posed dual methodological approach based on URL Simi-
larity Networks and Text Similarity Networks, elaborating
on the mathematical and computational procedures imple-
mented to detect coordination patterns. Section 5 analyzes
the results obtained for each platform, highlighting specific
manipulation strategies and domains most frequently shared
by coordinated actors. Section 6 discusses the theoretical
and practical implications of the findings, with particular at-



tention to consequences for cybersecurity and the integrity
of democratic processes. Finally, Section 7 acknowledges
the limitations of this study and outlines promising direc-
tions for future research aimed at improving methods for
detecting and mitigating coordinated disinformation in frag-
mented social media ecosystems.

2 Related Work
Recent research has significantly advanced our understand-
ing of coordinated inauthentic behavior (CIB) and its de-
tection across social media platforms. CIB, as defined by
Murero (2023), involves manipulative tactics leveraging au-
thentic, fake, and duplicated accounts operating as adversar-
ial networks. Her work on COVID-19 anti-vaccine networks
highlighted the systematic deployment of psychological in-
timidation and technology exploitation to manipulate pub-
lic discourse. Building on the foundational understanding of
CIB, a significant strand of research has focused on develop-
ing robust methodologies for identifying such activities. For
instance, Giglietto et al. (2023) made a substantial method-
ological contribution with their workflow to detect, monitor,
and continuously update lists of coordinated actors, success-
fully identifying networks spreading hyperpartisan content,
misinformation, and religious proselytism during the 2022
Italian election campaign by combining automated detection
with qualitative analysis.

The challenge of detecting coordination is amplified in
cross-platform contexts. Cinus et al. (2025) offered impor-
tant contributions by introducing a detection model based
on URL similarity networks, revealing patterns of foreign
interference and the promotion of Russian-affiliated media
during the 2024 U.S. Election across Twitter (X), Face-
book, and Telegram. Their identification of 159 coordi-
nated actors operating across multiple platforms serves as
an inspiration for this research. Furthering the exploration
of cross-platform user relationships, Murdock, Carley, and
Yağan (2023) investigated five approaches combining user
attributes and URL posting behaviors to find users pur-
posely spreading the same information or transferring infor-
mation to new platforms, applying their methods to discus-
sions around the 2020 U.S. election. Similarly, the work by
Ng, Cruickshank, and Carley (2022) on cross-platform in-
formation spread during the January 6th Capitol riots char-
acterized coordinated information dissemination across Par-
ler and Twitter, using username similarity and shared-link
matches to uncover joint theme endorsements and distinct
information consumption habits.

Methodological advancements also include the develop-
ment of comprehensive toolkits and frameworks. Pacheco
et al. (2021) introduced a general, unsupervised network-
based methodology to uncover groups of likely coordinated
accounts by constructing coordination networks from arbi-
trary behavioral traces, demonstrating its broad applicability
across diverse scenarios like U.S. elections and the Syrian
civil war. Complementing this, Graham, Hames, and Alpert
(2024) presented the Coordination Network Toolkit, an
open-source software package and methodological frame-
work designed for detecting and analyzing multi-behavior

coordination. Their approach synthesizes and enhances var-
ious methods, utilizing weighted, directed multigraphs to
capture intricate coordination dynamics.

This body of work underscores the continuous adapta-
tion of coordination strategies to platform-specific affor-
dances and the increasing prevalence of simultaneous multi-
platform operations. This sophisticated evolution necessi-
tates integrated detection approaches, such as those pro-
posed by Graham, Hames, and Alpert (2024) and Pacheco
et al. (2021), capable of tracking narrative flows between
different online spaces. Building upon this landscape, our
research employs a dual methodology comprising USN and
TSN to identify coordinated actors on alternative platforms.

3 Social Networks Selection
Data Collection
Data for this study were collected using the Open Measures
API1, a platform that offers standardized access to publicly
available content across alternative platforms.
The data collection process was driven by targeted key-
words related to the 2024 U.S. elections, including ”Trump,”
”Biden,” ”Harris,” ”US Elections,” and related campaign
slogans, that will be specified in following sections.
From the dataset, platforms were selected based on two pri-
mary criteria:

• Amount of Data: Priority was given to platforms that
provided a high volume of data. Data volume was mea-
sured as the total number of posts and the percentage of
data containing URLs to ensure a high volume of data for
both TSN and USN.

• Heterogeneity of Information Sources: A variety of so-
cial networks, covering different niches and exhibiting
diverse characteristics, was included to capture a broad
spectrum of the online information ecosystem

After systematic evaluation, Telegram, Gab, VK, Minds,
and Fediverse were selected as the target platforms for in-
vestigation. These networks offer a representative sample of
both mainstream and alternative platforms, providing a ro-
bust basis for investigating CIB during the election period.

Platform Categorization
For this study, alternative platforms were classified into dis-
tinct categories:

• Alt-Tech Platforms: Gab was analyzed as a represen-
tative of Alt-Tech platforms, which generally adopt more
lenient moderation approaches 2. Parler was excluded de-
spite its high percentage of URL sharing (72.74%) due to
insufficient post volume (only 11,277 total posts).

• Federated Platforms: Fediverse (primarily Mastodon
instances) was included for its decentralized approach
and high URL sharing rate (70.24%), while Bluesky was
excluded due to its significantly lower URL sharing rate
(17.53%).

1https://openmeasures.io/
2https://www.techagainstterrorism.org/hubfs/FINAL-State-of-

Play-2022-TAT.pdf



• Alternative Social Networks: From this category,
Minds with its 71.16% URL sharing rate was se-
lected, prioritizing it over MeWe (62.03%) and Wimkin
(16.71%) based on the URL-centric analysis approach.

• Regional Platforms: VK (VKontakte) with a 41.87%
URL sharing rate was included as a significant platform
with user bases in Russia and former Soviet states.

• Messaging Platforms: Although primarily a messaging
application, Telegram (47.08% URL sharing) was in-
cluded due to its significant role in information dissemi-
nation through public channels and groups.

Imageboards/forums (4chan, 8kun) were excluded due to
high anonymity levels (97.05% and 89.12% anonymous
posts respectively) that limited the ability to reconstruct co-
ordination networks. Video platforms (Bitchute, Rumble,
etc.) were also excluded due to their low presence of URLs
and focus on video content rather than text-based discus-
sions.

Keywords and Dataset Structure
The acquisition process encompassed comments published
within the temporal interval between January 1, 2024,
and November 30, 2024. Our data collection utilized the
following keywords to capture election-related discussions.
“Trump”, “trumpsupporters”, “MAGA”, “makeam-
ericagreatagain”, “JD Vance”, “letsgobrandon”,
“WWG1WGA”, “Harris”, “Biden”, “voteblue2024”,
“bidenharris2024”, “US Elections”, “2024 Elections”,
“2024 Presidential Elections”.

These keywords were chosen to capture political narra-
tives and engagement patterns across different platforms.
Each dataset consists of records characterized by four key
attributes, as described in Table 1.

Table 1: Dataset structure and attribute descriptions

Column Description Example

create time Post timestamp 2024-02-10 14:23:45
author User identifier user123
text Post content “Trump 2024.”
label Retrieval keyword “Trump”

To better understand the distribution and scale of the col-
lected data, Table 2 provides a summary of key statistics for
each platform analyzed in this study.

Table 2: Platform-specific data summary

Platform Posts Users URLs Domains

Fediverse 2,096,185 67,238 1,439,779 21,407
Gab 537,231 27,739 555,914 11,667
Minds 293,729 6,344 283,811 8,032
Telegram 814,624 5,074 453,564 7,540
VK 311,321 19,163 201,204 13,773

4 Detecting Coordinated Inauthentic
Behavior

Theoretical Framework
First, network theory is employed to conceptualize coordi-
nation as emergent properties of a complex system rather
than discrete actions.
Second, insights from information diffusion models
are incorporated(Romero, Meeder, and Kleinberg 2011;
Vosoughi, Roy, and Aral 2018) to understand how content
propagates through interconnected networks.
Third, we apply computational social science methods to
identify behavioral patterns at scale.
These frameworks are operationalized through the EU Dis-
infoLab CIB Decision Tree3, which provides a structured
approach for identifying coordinated behavior. Following
this framework, the methodology implemented addresses
four key components of coordinated behavior detection.
• Coordination Detection: Synchronization patterns were

examined through dual analysis of URL sharing behav-
iors and message similarity clusters.

• Authenticity Assessment: Similarity networks were
constructed to identify clusters of synchronized posting
and distinguish artificial coordination from organic ac-
tivity.

• Source Assessment: This approach enabled tracing co-
ordinated behaviors to their originating sources through
qualitative analysis.

• Impact Assessment: NewsGuard reliability metrics
were integrated with URL analysis to evaluate the po-
tential impact of coordinated campaigns.

URL Similarity Network Analysis
To detect coordinated URL-sharing patterns, a multistage
process was implemented:
1. Data Preprocessing: Post timestamps were standard-

ized, URLs were extracted and normalized, and short-
ened links were resolved to their destination addresses.
This process included:
• Converting all timestamps to UTC (Coordinated Uni-

versal Time) to enable cross-platform temporal analy-
sis

• Expanding shortened URLs through HTTP header
analysis

• Normalizing URL formats to account for tracking pa-
rameters and URL variations

2. Filtering Significant Content: We established thresh-
olds to identify high-impact URLs by selecting those
exceeding the 90th percentile of distribution, shared at
least 5 times, and posted by users who had published a
minimum of 20 unique URLs.

3. Matrix Construction: A sparse matrix was constructed
to represent author-URL relationships, where each ele-
ment Mij = 1 if author i shared URL j and 0 otherwise.

3https://www.disinfo.eu/publications/cib-detection-tree1/



TF-IDF transformation was then applied to weigh the rel-
ative importance of each URL.

4. Similarity Calculation: Using the normalized vectors,
cosine similarity was computed between all author pairs.

5. Threshold Determination: Network density was evalu-
ated through iterative testing of similarity scores (70th-
100th percentile) and eigenvector centrality values to
identify transition points in network density, following
the methodological framework proposed by.(Cinus et al.
2025).

Text Similarity Network Analysis
While URL sharing provides a clear signal of coordination,
many manipulation campaigns rely on textual content with-
out external links. To address this limitation and comple-
ment the URL-based approach, a Text Similarity Network
was developed as follows:
1. Content Filtering: Messages with less than four words

were excluded and analysis was limited to users who had
published at least 20 messages.

2. Text Processing Pipeline:
• Stopwords and URLs were removed from the textual

content using language-specific stopword lists for En-
glish, the most common language in the dataset.

• Lemmatization was applied using the spaCy library 4

to reduce inflectional forms.
• Embeddings were generated using the “sentence-

transformers/paraphrase-multilingual-MiniLM-
L12-v2” model 5, which has demonstrated strong
performance in multilingual semantic similarity tasks.

• Constructed weekly similarity matrices using cosine
similarity measures.

• Connected authors with textual similarity exceeding
adaptive thresholds determined through kernel density
estimation.

• Computed eigenvector centrality to identify influential
users, with the top 0.5% identified as potentially coor-
dinated actors.

5 Results and Platform Analysis
The study identifies distinct patterns of coordinated behavior
across the five platforms, each exhibiting unique character-
istics in content focus, coordination strategies, and apparent
authenticity.In this analysis, the top five domains shared by
coordinated users received a Score and a Rating according
to NewsGuard’s assessment 6.

Fediverse Analysis
Text and URL Similarity Network analysis of Fediverse re-
vealed distinctive patterns compared to other examined plat-
forms. The top five domains shared by coordinated users re-
ceived high trust ratings:

4https://spacy.io/
5https://huggingface.co/sentence-transformers/paraphrase-

multilingual-MiniLM-L12-v2
6https://www.newsguardtech.com/ratings/rating-process-

criteria/

Table 3: Top 5 Domains in the Coordinated Network - Fedi-
verse

Domain Shares Score Rating

theguardian.com 2474 100 High Credibility
washingtonpost.com 2069 100 High Credibility
rawstory.com 1107 100 High Credibility
axios.com 1010 100 High Credibility
newrepublic.com 682 92.5 Generally Credible

The TSN analysis demonstrated a clear bifurcation into
two primary clusters: one comprising German news out-
lets and another consisting of international news sources.
Analysis revealed systematic interaction patterns where cer-
tain users consistently engaged with the international cluster,
leveraging shared news items as vehicles for pro-democracy
commentary.

While the precise origin of these coordinated efforts re-
mains challenging to establish, the observed patterns suggest
alignment with Democratic Party strategies to strengthen
voter support for their candidates.

The coordinated activities utilized highly credible infor-
mation sources to establish a foundation of trust, subse-
quently leveraged through subjective commentary aimed at
shaping readers’ perspectives, even when such interpreta-
tions lacked factual substantiation. Our network analysis
identified 24 coordinated users via USN and 47 via TSN
methods.

Gab Analysis
The Gab dataset revealed a self-reinforcing ecosystem of
misinformation with limited exposure to diverse perspec-
tives. The top domains shared by coordinated users showed
consistently low credibility scores:

Table 4: Top 5 Domains in the Coordinated Network - Gab

Domain Shares Score Rating

thegatewaypundit.com 28458 30 Maximum Caution
breitbart.com 1716 49.5 Caution
wnd.com 1113 17.5 Maximum Caution
infowars.com 652 7.5 Maximum Caution
westernjournal.com 231 N/A N/A

The identified coordinated users (33 via USN, 35 via
TSN) primarily functioned as “loyalists” to major in-
formation channels, systematically redistributing content
shortly after initial publication. Rather than exhibiting au-
tomated coordination patterns, the timing suggests human-
coordinated rapid amplification of messaging. The URL
Similarity Network visualization demonstrated a highly in-
terconnected cluster of users sharing identical URLs, evi-
dencing the echo chamber phenomenon described by Cinelli
et al. (Cinelli et al. 2021).

The impact manifests in the reinforcement of existing be-
liefs and increased user polarization, creating an increas-
ingly insular information environment. Analysis of post con-



tent revealed consistent anti-Biden narratives, particularly
focusing on allegations of inappropriate behavior.

Minds Analysis
Among the analyzed platforms, Minds demonstrated the
lowest threshold of content moderation. This was evidenced
through both domain analysis and textual content:

Table 5: Top 5 Domains in the Coordinated Network - Minds

Domain Shares Score Rating

thegatewaypundit.com 1224 30 Maximum Caution
breitbart.com 1156 49.5 Caution
foxnews.com 526 69.5 Credible with Exceptions
zerohedge.com 19 15 Maximum Caution
babylonbee.com 19 N/A N/A

The network analysis revealed that users identified as co-
ordinated (4 via USN, 5 via TSN) consistently shared con-
tent related to unfounded conspiracy theories, particularly
focusing on chemtrails, mind control narratives, and gov-
ernment manipulation claims. The controversial nature of
the shared content, combined with the identified coordina-
tion patterns, suggests significant implications for demo-
cratic discourse.

The platform’s minimal content restrictions appear to fos-
ter an environment conducive to the proliferation of con-
spiracy narratives, with coordinated groups exploiting these
characteristics to amplify controversial messaging.

VK Analysis
VK demonstrated unique characteristics in its coordination
patterns:

Table 6: Top 5 Domains in the Coordinated Network - VK

Domain Shares Score Rating

dailymail.co.uk 71 69.5 Credible with Exceptions
insiderpaper.com 52 30 N/A
nypost.com 41 69.5 Credible with Exceptions
disclose.tv 37 77.5 Generally Credible
amg-news.com 30 0.0 Maximum Caution

A distinctive characteristic of VK is its tendency toward
self-contained content distribution—users frequently share
complete news articles directly as platform posts rather than
linking to external websites. As suggested by the CIB deci-
sion Tree, an Authenticity Assessment phase (consisting of a
qualitative analysis of the detected accounts) made it possi-
ble to reveal the different characteristics of the two identified
clusters (Figure 1)
1. Accounts with the “pls ” prefix, identified as automated

accounts broadcasting real-time song updates from a ra-
dio station (non-political automation).

2. Accounts with the “pressa” prefix, identified as au-
tomated accounts systematically disseminating Radio
Sputnik content—a known pro-Russian outlet engaged in
Kremlin propaganda .

Figure 1: VK TSN Network

The impact of this coordinated activity was substan-
tial, as demonstrated by sample posts rapidly amplified
by multiple accounts (PRESS MIRA, PRESSAMYRA24,
PRESSA MYRA 24), significantly expanding message
reach. Content analysis showed consistent anti-US sanctions
narratives and framing of Western actions as harmful to Eu-
rope.

Telegram Analysis
Telegram’s distinctive architecture of channels and groups
provided particularly robust results in CIB identification:

Table 7: Top 5 Domains in the Coordinated Network - Tele-
gram

Domain Shares Score Rating

disclose.tv 1111 77.5 Generally Credible
thepostmillenial.com 82 N/A N/A
thegatewaypundit.com 377 30 Maximum Caution
lawenforcementtoday.com 241 82 Generally Credible
foxnews.com 115 69.5 Credible with Exceptions

Our analysis revealed a network of channels (13 coordi-
nated entities via USN, 7 via TSN) engaging in synchro-
nized content distribution. Two main channels, “We The
Media” and “War Room Official,” operated together with
smaller channels such as “Blazen Herb” which forwarded
content within its own, publicly accessible group.

The interaction patterns differed by channel size: larger
channels employed direct cross-posting mechanisms, while
smaller channels utilized message forwarding, enabling sub-
scribers to trace and join source channels. This hierarchical
distribution structure facilitated both content dissemination
and network growth.

Content analysis strongly suggests these coordinated ac-
tivities originated from digital media networks affiliated
with the Republican Party. The estimated reach of these op-
erations extended to hundreds of thousands of users, high-
lighting the significant scale of this coordinated behavior.
Message content frequently focused on electoral integrity



narratives, particularly regarding voting machines, consis-
tent with patterns identified in previous electoral contexts.

Cross-Platform Analysis
The Cross-Platform analysis was constructed using the same
methodology as the platform networks, but only including
connections between users from different platforms.

The TSN (Figure 2) is formed by 15 Fediverse users, 14
Gab users, 21 Minds users, and 60 Telegram users. This
proportional distribution is significant, showing Telegram’s
dominance in terms of node count, revealing that influence
doesn’t necessarily correlate with numerical representation.

The network exhibits multiple interconnected com-
munities with bridges between platform-specific clus-
ters. The most influential nodes in this ecosystem come
primarily from Gab (BackAtTheRanch, MITruth) and
Minds(gatewaypundit official, barrymost, jimmyjohnson)

The information flow pattern reveals content primarily
originating from Gab and Minds nodes before propagating
to Fediverse and Telegram communities. This suggests these
platforms function as content incubators, with Telegram and
Fediverse serving more as distribution channels within this
particular network configuration.

The USN (Figure 3) presents a more hierarchical struc-
ture spanning among Gab, Minds, Telegram and VK, with
a hub-and-spoke architecture with clear central users con-
trolling information disseminiation. The key users are IN-
FOWARS.COM and Owen Shroyer from Telegram, War-
RoomShow and TheAlexJonesChannel from Minds and Re-
alAlexJones from Gab.

The network structure suggests a more deliberate in-
formation flow pattern where content appears to originate
predominantly from INFOWARS.COM before being dis-
tributed through platform-specific amplifiers.

The more centralized structure of the USN compared to
the TSN, suggests potentially more coordinated activity and
narrative control, with clearer directionality in information
flow from central users to platform-specific communities.

6 Discussion and Implications
Theoretical Implications
Findings from this study contribute to several theoretical do-
mains. First, they extend the concept of the ”disinformation
order” (Bennett and Livingston 2018) by demonstrating how
alternative platforms create distinct information ecosystems
with varying susceptibility to manipulation. Second, they
support the conceptualization of ”information operations as
collaborative work” (Starbird, Arif, and Wilson 2019) by
revealing the differentiated roles and coordination mecha-
nisms across platforms. Third, they challenge simplistic no-
tions of ”fake news” by highlighting how coordination often
leverages legitimate content in misleading contexts.

The emergent patterns in our data suggest several impor-
tant theoretical revisions:

1. Coordination Spectrum: Rather than a binary distinc-
tion between coordinated and organic behavior, the re-
sults indicate a spectrum of coordination intensity and
sophistication.

2. Platform Affordance Effects: The distinct coordination
patterns across platforms support platform affordance
theory, which suggests that technical features of plat-
forms shape behavioral patterns. This theory is further
extended by demonstrating how coordination strategies
adapt to specific affordances, as the results of previous
analyses support this notion.

3. Network Homophily vs. Coordination: Our results
contribute to ongoing debates about the relative influence
of homophily versus coordination in information diffu-
sion. The platform-specific patterns suggest that both
mechanisms operate simultaneously but with different
relative importance across platforms.

Practical Implications
Findings reveal several key patterns in the landscape of
election-related coordinated behavior on alternative plat-
forms:
1. Platform-Specific Strategies: Each platform exhibits

distinct coordination characteristics aligned with its user
base, technical architecture, and moderation policies. Ef-
fective monitoring requires platform-specific methodolo-
gies rather than one-size-fits-all approaches. This con-
firms observations that computational propaganda tac-
tics are highly adaptable to specific information environ-
ments.

2. Information Quality Divergence: A clear divergence
exists between platforms in terms of information quality,
with Fediverse coordination primarily leveraging high-
credibility sources while Gab, Minds, and certain Tele-
gram channels predominantly share low-credibility con-
tent. This pattern aligns with findings regarding content
quality segregation across platform ecosystems(Cinelli
et al. 2021).

3. Hierarchy of Coordination: The sophistication of coor-
dination varies significantly, from relatively simple ”loy-
alist” amplification on Gab to complex cross-channel hi-
erarchical distribution networks on Telegram. These vari-
ations suggest distinct organizational structures behind
different influence operations.

4. Cross-Platform Influence Operations: While most co-
ordination occurs within platform boundaries, it is poos-
sibile to identify instances of cross-platform narrative
seeding, particularly for contentious election integrity
claims. This supports findings on cross-platform coordi-
nation in disinformation campaigns (Wilson and Starbird
2021).

5. Automation vs. Human Coordination: Different plat-
forms showed varying levels of automation, with VK
demonstrating the most clearly automated behavior while
Telegram and Gab exhibited patterns suggesting human-
driven coordination. This hybrid approach aligns with
observations of evolving ”cyborg” approaches to social
media manipulation.

Cybersecurity and Democracy Implications
The identification of sophisticated coordination patterns
across alternative platforms raises significant cybersecurity




